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Message from the President... 

Dear Colleagues and Friends 

       As ITS CT looks forward to its fifteenth anniversary, the organization is                       
       at a pivotal moment in its history. We remain committed to sustaining   
       the momentum that has molded and improved our organization into   
       what it is today. With the challenging economic times we are facing      
       and  the never-ending balance of work and personal life, supporting  
       industry organizations such as ITS CT can be difficult on a professional  
       or personal level. With this in mind, our chapter leadership wants to  

ensure the value of your membership. We’re looking for your feedback on the possibility of joining 
forces with our surrounding states to create a new ITS Chapter: ITS New England. 

Included in this newsletter is a quick survey and I would greatly appreciate it if you could take 10 
minutes to fill it out and submit it back to my attention. The questions are very general, but your 
answers will help us determine if the expansion of our chapter is the proper direction for our 
members. Though it is imperative for ITS CT to move forward – whether as a single-state or multi-
state organization – it is also vital to do so in a way that the benefits of the organization are recognized 
by all members. 

Please be sure to save Monday, October 29, for the Fifteenth Annual ITS CT meeting! This meeting 
will cover both present and future ITS initiatives along with a special session titled “Past ITS CT 
Leaders; Where are they now?”  For our evening program at Carmen Anthony’s Fish House,            
Emil Frankel of the Bipartisan Policy Center, an ITS CT founder and past President, will close out our 
evening as the Keynote Speaker. This is sure to be an enjoyable event with great networking 
opportunities. 

I hope you enjoy reading our newsletter and thinking about our ideas, and I look forward to seeing you 
at our meeting in October. 
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      President 
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ITS-CT 15 YEAR ANNIVERSARY! - Joseph C. Balskus 

It was early 1997 and in the Commissioner’s Conference Room at Connecticut DOT, several prominent 
transportation professionals including engineers, planners, vendors, an attorney and even a management 
consultant, gathered together to profoundly change the transportation landscape in the Connecticut for years to 
come. This group of people, both men and women, were driven by the desire to start the inaugural Connecticut 
chapter of the Intelligent Transportation Society of America. 

Fifteen years later we celebrate their foresight and vision to herald a new age of transportation 

systems in America and specifically, in Connecticut. For Connecticut had never thought of smart 
traffic signals, incident management as “intelligent”. A mere half decade before, Intelligent Vehicle 

Highway Systems or IVHS as it was known, were born with the passage of the highway transportation 

Continued on page 2 
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bill in 1992, otherwise known as ISTEA. The 

Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act 
shepherded a new age in efficient traffic systems 

and management of transportations. And with the 

implementation of ISTEA funded projects, IVHS took 

hold. But IVHS was too long of an acronym and ITS 

was coined as the more marketable and mainstream 

name for the newest transportation systems 

involving closed circuit television cameras, highway 

detection and electronic signs.   

So back to the founders of ITS-CT Chapter. The 

executive committee included several transportation 

veterans we all know but also some whom many 

have never heard of, at least in this past decade. 
These included Carol Dee Angell of Metro Pool, Bob 

Jurasin of Wilbur Smith with a hearty laugh anyone 

will still recognize, Kevin Burnham of JHK fame, Pat 
Kirkwood of VHB, Hal Decker, Mr. ITS of ConnDOT, 
Jay Koolis (still with PB) and still involved with the 

Chapter, Peter DiGuillo of ALERT Technologies, 
John Mauro, of Tele Spot Systems, Mike Forbes of 
Intelligent Information Inc., Sig Silber a management 
consultant, Emil Frankel former ConnDOT 

Commissioner and then attorney, Len Vignola of 
Beacon Partners and Carl Gottschall from FHWA. 

Wow. Some killer names in the mix there with many 

moving on and many still involved in the Connecticut 
Intelligent Transportation landscape. 

Other notable professionals who were involved 

including Bill Stoeckert then manager of ConnDOTs 

ITS group, otherwise known formally as Highway 

Operations and Najib Habesch of Urban Engineers. 

The executive committee established the charter for 
the Chapter and officers were selected, including 

all of those listed with a couple of changes: Bob 

Ramirez took over for Carl, and as a sign to ensure 

our academia were part of the mix, Dr. Christian Davis 

from the University of Connecticut joined the board. 

Some of the above notables who are still involved 

with the Chapter today, 15 years later include Jay 

Koolis Jr. and Bob Ramirez. While not involved with 

the day to day operations of the Chapter, others who 

still attend ITS meetings include Kevin Burnham, Pat 
Kirkwood, Emil Frankel and of course Najib Habesch. 

A great tradition in transportation continues in 

Connecticut with the 15th anniversary. Look for 
upcoming articles on the history of the chapter 
during 2012.   

1998 First Annual Meeting 

Sponsor Memberships at ITS-CT 

ITS-CT is pleased to announce that we are now offering “Sponsor Memberships”. Sponsor 
Memberships will cost $50 in addition to the Regular Membership fee (i.e. $150 total for private 
companies and $50 for public agencies). Benefits to Sponsors include your company/agency logo placed 
prominently on the ITS-CT website with a link to your company’s website and your company listed as a 
Sponsor on the ITS-CT Newsletter, all in addition to the benefits received from a Regular Membership! 
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INTELLIGENT TRANSPORTATION SOCIETY OF CONNECTICUT 

 “Smart Transportation: A Future We Can Afford” was the 

theme of the 22nd Annual ITS America Meeting held May 

21-23 in National Harbor, MD, just outside Washington 

D.C. During this year’s event, the top transportation 

and technology leaders gathered to discuss affordable 

strategies for creating smart cities and communities that 
are safer, cleaner, more affordable and less congested. 
In order to accomplish these strategies cities and 

states must be able to implement innovative technology 

solutions while optimizing taxpayer dollars by lowering 

costs, reducing traffic congestion and improving the 

environment as well as road and vehicle safety. As 

stated in the ITS America recap “the key is combining 

a solid and efficient infrastructure with a cost effective 

formula. 

STATE CHAPTER AWARDS 

During the annual meetings, ITS America honored 

several state chapters for 2011 achievements in chapter 
governance, outreach and advocacy, and professional 
development. 
 

The Outstanding State Chapter Award, divided into two 

categories based on size, recognizes overall chapter 
achievements in 2011. ITS Georgia was the Outstanding 

State Chapter in division one. ITS Florida and ITS 

Michigan tied for second place. In division two, ITS 

Virginia was the first place winner while ITS Connecticut 
took second place. 

The Membership Growth Award recognizes growth 

in state chapter membership, along with the activities 

undertaken to increase membership numbers. In 

division one, ITS New York won first place with a 15 

percent membership growth over the past year. The 

Gulf Region ITS Chapter, or GRITS, took second place. 
ITS Arizona won first place in division two with a 45 

percent membership increase in 2011. Division two also 

recognized ITS Midwest as runner up. 

STATE CHAPTERS STRENGTHENING MEETING 

The strengthening workshop on Sunday, May 20 included 

a number of valuable resources and speakers. We heard 

from two senior staffers at U.S. DOT on the subjects 

of the Professional Capacity Building Program and 

Connected Vehicle Program. We also heard from Paul 
Feenstra, Quentin Kelly, and Lauren Jochum on regional 
advocacy strategies and listened to recaps of legislative 

events in ITS California and ITS Maryland. ITS Florida 

offered some innovative funding strategies and ITS Texas 

and ITS Nevada talked about building student chapters 

and relationships with local universities. Visit http:// 
statechapter.itsa.wikispaces.net/Home for a PPT version 

of the presentations and other related materials from the 

workshop. 

Koreen Bjorklund 
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Overall, it was a successful show and we are looking 

forward to the 23rd Annual Meeting and Expo which will be  
held on April 22-24 in Nashville, TN. 

2012 ITS America Annual Meeting  
 ITS-CT Receives State Chapter Award 

MEETING & TRADESHOW ATTENDANCE 

Over 1000 attendees took part in technical sessions, 
emerging topics, sustainability practices, safety and 

transportation management. They also had the chance 

to experience how other agencies operate through tours 

of the Virginia I-495 express lanes, District of Columbia 

DOT Operations Center and the Maryland Coordinated 

Highway Actions Response Team. In addition, over 100 

companies exhibited on the tradeshow floor, allowing the 

attendees the opportunity to learn about the latest ITS 

innovations.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SSaavvee  tthhee  DDaattee  
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  IITTSS--CCTT    

AAnnnnuuaall  MMeeeettiinngg  

The 15th ITS-CT Annual Meeting 
Monday, October 29, 2012 

 
Daytime Program 

Connecticut Department of Transportation  
2800 Berlin Turnpike, Newington, Connecticut 

 
1:00 to 1:55 PM – ITS-CT Business Meeting 

2:00 to 2:55 PM – Technical Session 1  
What’s New in the Region?  

An update on key ITS projects in our region  
3:00 to 3:55 PM – Technical Session 2  

Where are they now?  
An update from some of ITS-CT past leaders 

3:00 to 3:55 PM – Technical Session 3  
Where are we going?  

Our plans for an exciting new future for ITS-CT 
 

Evening Program 
Carmen Anthony’s Fish House 

1770 Berlin Turnpike, Wethersfield, Connecticut 
 

5:30 to 6:30 PM – Cocktail Reception (Cash Bar) 
Sponsorship Available 

6:30 PM – Dinner/Awards/Announcements 
Special Keynote Speaker 

Emil Frankel 
Visiting Scholar – Bipartisan Policy Center 

ITS-CT Founder & Past President 
 

For Sponsorships and Information: 
Jay Koolis at (860) 815-0271 or 

Koolis@pbworld.com 

ITS-CT Seeks Award Candidates to 
Encourage Excellence and 
Innovation 

There is still time to get your award 
nominations into ITS-CT.  Summer is the 
perfect time to reflect on your achievements 
and those of your colleagues. 

The awards recognize excellent projects and 
programs, as well as individual achievements.  
Last year’s recipients included both private 
sector and government members.   

The project or program does not have to be 
implemented in Connecticut, as long as a 
significant amount of the work involved was 
done here.  This is not just about what our 
members do for the state – it’s also about 
what they do for the nation and the world. 

Many of our nominations and awards come 
from the organization that has actually 
performed the work.  In other words, don’t be 
modest, and don’t wait for someone else to 
nominate you. 

Contact our Awards Chairman, Sharat Kalluri 
at (203) 865-2191 or kallurisk@cdmsmith.com 

 

 

 



VOLUME 12 | NUMBER 1 September 2012 

STUDENT OUTREACH: 

CURRENT 

PROJECTS 

ITS Connecticut supports the advancement of intelligent 
transportation systems through our student grant research 
program.  Students from all over Connecticut submit 
proposals to carry out research projects over a one or two 
semester period.  Selected students prepare a final report 
and present their findings at our Annual Meeting.  This 
program encourages young professionals to become 
involved with ITS while also keeping our members 
educated on the latest technologies and research.  ITS-CT 
has recently sponsored two research projects involving 
optimization of snow plow deployment and adaptive signal 
control systems. 

OPTIMIZING SNOW PLOW DEPLOYMENT 

Qixing Wang and Lance Fiondella, Graduate Assistants at the 
University of Connecticut led a team of students that developed a 
computer program that identifies road network vulnerabilities during 
winter storms.  The program utilizes Game Theory and traffic demand 
modeling to prioritize plowing of road sections in the event of a major 
winter storm by taking volumes and the availability of alternate routes 
into account.  Ideally, snow plows would be dispatched to the highest 
priority areas first and work their way downward to keep the most 
critical roads clear.  The students presented their work at the August 
2011 ITS CT Annual Meeting and completed their research in March 
2012. 

ADAPTIVE SIGNAL CONTROL TECHNOLOGY: 
CURRENT PRACTICE AND COMPARISON 

Ashrafur Rahman, Ph.D. candidate at the University of 
Connecticut, is leading a team of three students to 
complete a comprehensive review of Adaptive Signal 
Control Technology.  The students began their research in 
January 2012 and will look at working principles, 
operational characteristics, benefits, deployment, 
maintenance costs, and barriers that prevent these 
technologies from being implemented.  The study team 

plans to complete their research during summer 2012. 
 
For more information on these projects or on the ITS- 
CT Student Grant Program, please contact Joe Balskus 

(JCBalskus@tighebond.com) or Lia Huang (bhuang@ 

crcog.org). 
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Sample network with prioritized 
road segments. In the event of a 
major snow storm the red and 
yellow links are most critical and 
should be plowed first. 

Adaptive Signal Control Technology is growing in popularity.  
UConn students are researching the array of technologies currently available. 



 
INTELLIGENT TRANSPORTATION SOCIETY OF CONNECTICUT 

Intelligent Transportation Society of Connecticut 

I T S- CT 

Intelligent Transportation 
  Society of Connecticut 

Dues Notice/Membership Application 

I hereby apply for or renew membership in ITS Connecticut. I understand that membership, once approved by 

the board of directors, is payable annually. 

Name of Organization: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Key Contact Person: ______________________________________Title:___________________________ 

Street Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ___________________________________________ State:_________________ Zip:____________ 

Phone: ________________________________________ Fax:___________________________________ 

E-mail Address: _________________________________ Web Site Address:________________________ 

Regular Membership Dues: $________ Payment by:  Check 

Sponsorship Membership Dues: $________ 

Applicant Signature:___________________________________ 

receive ITS-CT announcements: 

Name______________________________________Email_______________________________________ 

Name______________________________________Email_______________________________________ 

Name _____________________________________ Email_______________________________________ 

Membership Dues and Schedule 

2012 Regular Membership dues are currently $100 per year for private sector organizations and free for public 

sector organizations and $10 for affiliate members. Please note that affiliate memberships are reserved for 

Date:________________________ 

Please provide the names and email address of other members of your organization who would like to 

  Money Order   Purchase Order 

individuals who wish to join ITS-CT but are not eligible to join as part of a member organization. (Affiliate members 

may participate in all ITS-CT activities and discussions, but do not have voting privileges) 

2012 Sponsor Membership dues are an additional $50 per year added to the Regular Membership fee (That’s 

a total of $150 for private companies and $50 for public agencies) and will place your company logo on the ITS- 
CT web site for 12 months with a link to your company website and your company/agency being listed as a 

Sponsor on the ITS-CT Newsletter, all in addition to the benefits received from a regular membership! 

Please provide any suggestions you might have for names of others to whom a membership application should 

be sent: Please attach additional sheets as necessary. 

Name: _____________________________________________ Organization: _________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Return to: Sharat K. Kalluri, ITS-CT Treasurer, c/o CDM Smith, 900 Chapel Street, Suite 1400, New 

Haven, CT 06510-2802,           kallurisk@cdmsmith.com    w: 203.865.2191 Membership application is also 

available online at     www.ITS-CT.org 

For Official Use Only 

Payment Received On:________ Payment Type:_________ Membership Committee:_______ Treasurer:_______ Secretary:______ 
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Help Shape the Future of our Chapter - ITS New England Survey 

The ITS Connecticut Chapter is considering creating a joint ITS New England Chapter including Connecticut, 
Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont. The ITS New England Chapter would 
take the place of the individual state chapters. Potential benefits of membership in the ITS New England 
Chapter include streamlining chapter dues, information exchange, educational opportunities, project 
coordination, creation of public-private partnerships, access to future customers, and research sharing. We  
would like you to fill out this survey to receive your input before moving forward. Please return this survey  
to the ITS CT President, Koreen Bjorklund, by October 15th.   Koreen.bjorklund@daktronics.com  

This will ensure your comments and questions will be addressed at our Annual Meeting. 
 
 
1. Does your company have offices with ITS interest in Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island  
or Vermont? 
 

   
 

2. Do you travel to Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island or Vermont for work currently? 

 
 

  
3. Do you see any benefit in creating a joint ITS New England Chapter? 

 
 

 
 

4. Do you currently attend Lunch and Learn events in Massachusetts or Rhode Island? (If no, why not?) 
 
 

 
5. What would you like to get out of an ITS Connecticut membership? 
  
 
 
6. What would you like to get out of ITS New England membership? 
  
 

 
7. Additional comments: 

 

mailto:Koreen.bjorklund@daktronics.com

