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with vendor displays, demonstrations 
and technical presentations.  It will also 
feature an all day demonstration of 
Vehicle Infrastructure Integration (VII) 
technology.  This technology, some of 
which is just starting to be 
implemented by major car  
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~ Jay Koolis 

Hello everyone!  A lot has happened 
with ITS-CT in the months since our 
last newsletter and a lot will be 
happening in the coming months as 
well.  As you know, we had our 
Annual Joint Winter Meeting with 
ITE-CT on January 29, 2007.  This 
wonderful event presented a Federal 
Highway Administration Traffic 
Analysis Tools Workshop at the 
C o n n e c t i c u t  D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Transportation, followed the next day 
with Product Presentation and 
Workstation Demonstration at the 
Hawthorne Inn in Berlin.  

 A number of vendors displayed and 

demonstrated their traffic analysis and 
simulation products at the event.  It 
was an exciting and informative 
program that had over 90 attendees. 

Next up was our Spring Golf Outing 
and Social Hour on May 24th at the 
Manchester Country Club.  
Approximately 20 people participated 
in the golf outing.  Afterwards there 
was a Social Hour with a cash bar and 
complimentary hors d’oeuvres.  It was 
also attended by approximately 20 
people and was a great casual time. 

Plans are now being finalized for our 
Annual Meeting which will be held on 
Thursday, September 27th at Rentschler 
Field in East Hartford.  The meeting 
will include our exciting and 
informative Technology Showcase 

MESSAGE FROM 
THE PRESIDENT 

Connecticut Traffic Analysis Tools  
Workshop - January 29-30 2007 

An important event took place on 29-30 
January 2007 at the Connecticut 
Department of Transportation. The 
Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) and the Connecticut 
Department  of  Transportation 
(ConnDOT), in association with the 
Intelligent Transportation Society of 
Connecticut (ITS-CT) and the Institute 
o f  T r a n s por t a t i o n  E ng i n e e r s -
Connecticut Chapter (ITE), held a 
workshop dedicated to the analysis of 
useful traffic tools in ITS  

Participants included John Albeck from 
Synchro/SimTraffic, Kiel Ova from 
PTV Vision/VISSIM, and Clarence 
Harper from Quadstone Paramics, 
among others. 

 

 

Continued on Page 5 

ITS-CT 

Jay Koolis 

Grant Zammit (FHWA) presenting the 
workshop 

Continued on Page 2 
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The Search for a New 
President and CEO 

WASHINGTON, DC, July 11, 
2007 - A search committee of 
the ITS America Board of Di-
rectors is currently seeking 
interested parties for President 
& CEO.   

The President serves as the 
Chief Executive Officer respon-
sible to the Board of Directors 
of ITS America. He/she partici-
pates in broad formulation of 
ITS America's vision, mission, 
goals, objectives and related 
policies and develops and rec-
ommends new or revised poli-
cies as deemed appropri-
ate. Within the established pol-
icy framework the incumbent 
plans, organizes, coordinates 
and manages the diverse activi-
ties of ITS America. He/she is 
responsible for liaison between 
ITS America and its members, 
with the U.S. Department of 
Transportation and with the 
Board of Directors.  

The President is responsible for 
the development of annual 
business plans, a 3 to 5 year 
strategic plan and succession 
planning processes for all lev-
els of the organization.    

Successful candidates should 
have significant senior man-
agement experience in the 
transportation field.  An attrac-
tive and market-competitive 
compensation program and 
executive perquisites will be 
negotiated to attract an out-
standing candidate. 

More details about the job de-
scription, candidate require-
ments, and application infor-
mation can be found on 
www.its-ct.org 
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Connecticut Traffic Analysis Tools Workshop  
(continued from Page 1) 
The first day had the participants describing the types of tools available for traffic analysis 
and the elements to consider when scoping a study and applying a selected tool. 

The second day of the workshop was mostly dedicated to the identification of seven tools 
available for use to support a transportation analysis. Workstations were set up throughout 
the day, adjacent to the Conference Room, to allow for small group and one-on-one discus-
sions with the software representative.     

ITS-CT Award Winning Project:  
I-95 Incident Management System Extension Project 

In December 1994, Connecticut Department of Transportation (ConnDOT) began operation 
of an Incident Management System (IMS) along the I-95 corridor in Fairfield and New Ha-
ven Counties. The I-95 corridor serves as the critical interstate route for vehicles traveling 
between New York and other New England states.  The 90.26-kilometer (56-mile) IMS in-
cludes 93 closed-circuit television (CCTV) cameras, 216 radar vehicle detectors, four (4) 
highway advisory radio (HAR) stations and twenty-two (22) variable message signs (VMS).  
These appurtenances are connected by an underground optical-fiber communications sys-
tem that parallels the highway and connects field equipment with ConnDOT’s Bridgeport 
Operations Center (BOC) located at the Connecticut State Police Troop “G” Barracks in 
Bridgeport.  The IMS currently monitors traffic along the I-95 corridor 24-hours a day, year-
round. 

The I-95 Incident Management System Extension Project added thirty-three (33) new CCTV 
Camera locations on I-91 and I-95 in the towns of New Haven, Branford, Guilford, Madison, 
Clinton and Westbrook providing full video coverage in both highway directions.  In addi-
tion, thirty-four (34) new traffic monitoring sensors, two (2) new VMS and three (3) new 
HAR stations were added to the existing I-95 IMS.  The extension project also replaced and 
upgraded existing IMS appurtenances (CCTV cameras, camera cabinets, camera poles, de-
tectors, detector poles, associated wiring, optical-fiber cable, etc.) on I-95 between Inter-
change 52 (Cedar Street) and Interchange 56 (Leetes Island Road) in Branford including 
replacement of six (6) CCTV cameras and associated equipment.  A new fiber-optic commu-
nication system in underground and bridge-mounted 100mm-multiduct conduit provides 
for communication between field appurtenances and the existing BOC.  The $6.9 million I-
95 IMS Extension Project was part of ConnDOT’s $1 billion I-95 New Haven Harbor Cross-
ing Corridor Improvement Program which replaces the existing Pearl Harbor Memorial 
Bridge (a.k.a. the “Q” Bridge) near downtown New Haven and reconstructs and widens 
approximately seven (7) miles of highway in the New Haven area.  The I-95 IMS Extension 
Project was completed last year, and will allow ConnDOT to better manage traffic during 
the construction period which is anticipated to be complete in 2014.     

Bob Ramirez of FHWA makes introductions 

Morning session 
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ITS-CT 2007 ANNUAL MEETING 
 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2007, 9AM—5PM 
Rentschler Field - East Hartford 

 

Vehicle Infrastructure Integration (VII) Van Demonstration 

Technical Showcase and Vendor Booths at Club Level 
Additional Vendor Booths Outside 

 

BBQ Lunch in outside tent ($10/person) 
 

Please mail registration to: 
Stephen W. Warren, ITS-CT Treasurer 

c/o Connecticut Transit 

100 Leibert Road, P.O. Box 66 

Hartford, CT  06141-0066 

Or via e-mail to: 
swarren@cttransit.com 

 

Reservations must be received by 20 September 2007. 

Sorry, no walk-ins! 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name(s)____________________________________________ 

 

Company____________________________________________ 

 

Number Attending__________ Amount Enclosed__________ 

VII is the next wave of advanced ITS 
technology that has the ability to sup-
port improvements in the manage-
ment and operations of our roadway 
system, equipping vehicles to com-
municate with each other and the 
roadway in real-time. VII supports 
interaction among traffic manage-
ment, emergency response, traveler 
information and vehicle control sys-
tems.   

The VII demonstration vehicle is 
outfitted with various technologies 
that communicate with the driver as 
well as an intersection that will be set 
up in the demonstration area. Partici-
pants will be able to ride in the dem-
onstration vehicle on a closed course.  
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At its Annual Meeting, ITS-CT presents awards to 
members whose work demonstrates excellence and 
innovation.   

Whether you are from the 
private, government or non-
profit sectors, we want to 
recognize what you have 
done to use ITS to improve 
the transportation system and 
to improve the quality of life.   

Last year’s awards were in the categories of:  ITS 
Outstanding Achievement, ITS Leadership and ITS 
Outstanding Project of the Year.   Recipients were 
from both the private and public sector members. 

Programs and projects do not have to be 
implemented in Connecticut in order to be eligible, 
as long as they are done by an ITS-CT member: the 
talent and resources of our members should be 
recognized, no matter what part of the nation, and 
the world, they benefit.  One award last year went 
for work done in Connecticut for a High Occupancy 
Toll lane in another state.  

Members are encouraged to be expansive in 
suggesting award candidates.  One award last year 
went for the extension of an incident management 
system on an Interstate Highway.  Whether it’s 
research, planning, design, implementation or 
operations, ITS-CT members are having a major 
impact on the world around them.   

Further, awards are not limited to major projects 
with large budgets – one award last year went to a 
low budget project which clearly demonstrated how 
ITS can often help you do more with less. It is also 
important to note that awards in previous years 
have gone to public transportation projects.  ITS-CT 
is a multi-modal organization and it encourages 
nominations from its transit members and their 
vendors. 
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Honoring Our ITS-CT Members: 

Call For Award Candidates 

~ Gene Hunt 
 

Nova Tech LLC, in association 
with M-SYSTEMS INC., has 
been awarded a contract to 
supply 48 LED Variable Speed 
Limit Signs to the Maine 
Department of Transportation, 
Traffic Engineering Division. 

The new LED “THIN-LIGHT” 
signs are low profile and 
lightweight. They are being 
placed along Maine’s I-295 and I
-95 interstate system from 
Portland, Maine to Bangor, 
Maine. 

Maine DOT will control these 
signs via the state radio system 
using DTMF frequency tones. 
This allows the DOT to turn on 
any sign along the system in 
case of bad weather, accidents 
or other events that require an 
adjustment in the speed limit. 

The LED Variable Speed Limit 
Sign digits are 18’’ high for 
maximum visibility. They will 
be mounted to the center of a 
larger sign with the words 

“MAXIMUM SPEED” displayed 
above the speed sign, and 
“WHEN FLASHING” below the 
speed sign. 

This  applicat ion of  LED 
technology allows the Maine DOT 
to use solar panels to power each 
location thus eliminating monthly 
fees and installation costs from 
power companies.  

Nova Tech LLC wants to thank 
the Maine DOT for choosing the 
“THIN-LIGHT” series sign and 
looks forward to future projects. 

For more information, contact 
Eugene Hunt,  VP Sales/ 
Marketing, Nova Tech LLC at 860-
871-4180. 

Nova Tech LLC Receives Contract with 
Maine DOT 

It is important to remember that members 
should feel free to nominate work being done 
by their own organizations.  Don’t be modest!  
If you are unsure about whether or not to sug-
gest a candidate, don’t hesitate to call Matt to 
discuss it. 

Matt Edelman, Awards Committee Chair-
TRANSCOM 

111 Pavonia Avenue – 6th floor, Jersey City, NJ 07310  

Edelman@xcm.org  

T: 201-963-4033  (F: 201-963-8376) 

Please send nominations to: 

Message from the President (continued from Page 1) 

manufacturers, is designed to improve driver safety and reduce delays 
due to congestion by transmitting data between vehicles and from the 
roadside.  It will be an informative and interesting demonstration, one 
that I am sure you will not forget. 

The Annual Meeting also means that it is time for elections of Officers 
and Directors for the ITS-CT Board of Directors.  Anyone interested in 
serving or in helping plan events, should contact me or any of the Di-
rectors listed in this newsletter.  We are always looking for help. 

Finally, I would like to advise every one of the plans being made for 
the 2008 ITS World Congress which will be held in New York City in 
November 2008.  This is the largest ITS event in the world with over 
8,000 attendees from around the world.  ITS-CT has been asked to par-
ticipate in the planning of the event and I have already attended sev-
eral meetings of the Local Arrangements Committee in New York 
City.  ITS-CT is planning to participate in this international event by 
sponsoring a reception.  I will keep everyone informed as the plans for 
this major event take shape over the next 16 months.  Enjoy your sum-
mer, Jay 
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Directors: 

Matt Edelman—TRANSCOM 
Gene Hunt—Traffic Systems, Inc. 
Dr. John Ivan—University of Connecticut 
Arthur Handman—Greater Hartford Transit District 
Sharat Kalluri—Wilbur Smith Associates, Inc. 
John Bertoli—Urban Engineers, Inc. 
Claudio Vecchiarino—Signal Service, Inc. 
Robert Ramirez—FHWA (ex-officio member) 
Kristen Solloway—Fuss & O’Neill, Inc. 
Michael LaLone—Connecticut Department of Transportation 
Carl-Henry Piel—IBI Group 

The ITS-CT Newsletter is published three times annually by the 
Intelligent Transportation Society of Connecticut, Carl-Henry Piel, 
Editor.  Articles, news items, and photos are welcomed and may be 
submitted for consideration to the following address: 

Carl-Henry Piel, Editor ITS-CT Newsletter 

c/o IBI Group 

77 Franklin Street, 7th Floor 

Boston, MA 02110 

T 617.450.0701   F 617.450.0702    

e-mail:  chpiel@ibigroup.com 

subject line:  “ITS Connecticut Newsletter” 

c/o IBI Group 
77 Franklin Street, 7th Floor 
Boston, MA  02110 

Officers: 
President—J.A. Koolis, Jr. PBQD 
Vice President—Joe Balskus, Tighe & Bond 
Treasurer—Stephen W. Warren, CTTRANSIT 
Secretary—Karen Olson, CRCOG 
Immediate Past President:   
Najib Habesch, Urban Engineers 
 
Past President:   
Kevin J. Burnham, City of Hartford 

I N T E L L I G E N T  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  
S O C I E T Y  O F  C O N N E C T I C U T  

Intelligent Transportation 
Society of Connecticut

ITS-CT

Officers and Directors 

Check out the ITS–Connecticut 
web site at its-ct.org. 

The site includes the current 
newsletter, job postings, up-
coming events, a listing of the 
ITS Connecticut officers and 
directors, the chapter by-laws, 
and membership committees. 

The website will continue to 
be improved and expanded, 
so visit often! 

There is also an application to 
join ITS-CT, along with other 
important links. 

ITS Connecticut Chapter On-Line 


