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MESSAGE FROM THE  
PRESIDENT – J. A. Koolis, Jr. 

 

On January 21, 1997, a group of 
about 30 transportation profession-
als gathered at the Connecticut De-
partment of Transportation’s offices 
in Newington to discuss establishing 
a local chapter of ITS-America in 
Connecticut.  From that grassroots 
effort, ITS-Connecticut was born and 
I am proud to have served the or-
ganization since that first meeting.  
Now, as the new President, I look 
back and see how far the organiza-
tion has come in its eight years of 
existence.  We have had eight highly 
successful Annual Meetings, as well 
as numerous informative dinner 
meetings and training sessions.  We 
have promoted the use of intelligent 

transportation in the State and established a mechanism for providing Educational 
Grants that will soon come to fruition.  We have supported relief efforts for both 
the tragedies of 9/11 and Hurricane Katrina.  And now we will be sponsoring our 
first annual Transportation and Technology Showcase being held in conjunction 
with New England ITE and ITS-Massachusetts on November 15th at the new Con-
necticut Convention Center in Hartford.  The showcase will provide attendees the 
opportunity to see a variety of ITS products and services normally seen only at 
national shows.  Attendance to this event will be free and I encourage everyone to 

attend.  See you there.  Jay 

ITS-CT Elects a 
New President 

The 8th ITS-CT Annual Meeting was 
held on September 19, 2005 at the 
Rocky Hill Marriott.  More than 60 
people attended the afternoon and 
evening event.  The Annual Meeting 
was an opportunity for  ITS 
professionals to learn through a 
variety of presentations about ITS 
initiatives underway in Connecticut 
and other Northeastern states.  The 
Vendor Showcase, which was 
previously part of the annual meeting, 
has been scheduled as a separate 
November event. 
This year’s theme, ITS: We’re on a 
Roll, focused on the role of ITS in 
keeping the State moving.  Topics 
included:  ITS Moving Goods and ITS 
Moving People.  The keynote address 
was given by Michael Freitas, 

Managing Director of the ITS Joint 
Program Office,  FHWA, who 
described the Washington perspective 
on “ITS and Reauthorization.”  In 
addition, reports were given on the 
status of ITS in Connecticut and on the 
status of ITS in the Nation. 
Outgoing President Najib O. Habesch 
welcomed the attendees and described 
two new ini t iat ives  recent ly 
undertaken by ITS-CT:  the formation 
of a legislative committee and the 
establishment of an education 
program.  He also recognized the good 
work done by the Communications 
Committee in publishing several 
newsletters throughout the year and in 
redesigning and updating the ITS CT 
website.  He thanked the Program 

(ITS-CT on page 2) 
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Outgoing ITS-CT President  
Najib Habesch passes the reins 
to incoming President Jay 
Koolis 

ITS-CT: We’re on a Roll  
8th Annual Meeting 
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Committee for their work in 
coordinating the annual meeting.  He 
announced that the ITS-CT Vendor’s 
Showcase is scheduled for November 
15 at the new Connecticut Convention 
Center in Hartford.  Finally Mr. 
Habesch announced the approval by 
the Board of Directors of a donation of 
$1,000 to be given to the American 
Public Transit Association (APTA) 
Foundation for Hurricane Katrina 
relief efforts. 

(ITS-CT from page 1) 

Ruth Fitzgerald, Ken Livingston, and Paul 
Eng Wong socialize at a break. 

Anthony D. Portanova, Deputy Com-
missioner of the Connecticut Motor 
Vehicle Department, described the 
Commercial Vehicle Information Sys-
tems and Networks (CVISN) program 
in Connecticut.  Initiated in 1990, along 
with programs in seven other states, 
CT’s CVISN program is responsible for 
the inspection of both intrastate- and 
interstate-operating trucks, and for the 
enforcement of DMV trucking regula-
tions.  Trucks are selected for inspec-
tion based on a federal inspection se-
lection system, targeting high-risk car-
riers.  New technologies have stream-
lined the use of that system and allow 
prescreened and cleared vehicles to 

ITS: Moving Goods bypass weigh stations.  Vehicles can be 
“weighed in motion.”  CVISN tech-
nologies allow commercial motor car-
riers to obtain registrations, creden-
tials, and oversize/overweight per-
mits, and file and pay taxes, all elec-
tronically.  CVISN technologies assist 
the DMV in meeting its goal of keep-
ing freight moving through the State. 
Joseph Tario, Project Manager for the 
New York State Energy Research and 
Data Authority, spoke about innova-
tions in the American trucking indus-
try, and particularly about DIRT 
(Diesel Idling Reduction Technology.)  
The State of New York began looking 
for ways to address the gallons of die-
sel fuel consumed and tons of carbon 
dioxide and nitrogen oxide released 
during that consumption at night 
when trucks were idling at State truck 
stops.  Various technologies have been 
tested to provide truck cab comfort 
(heat or air conditioning), electronic 
amenities (internet access and televi-
sion), and engine warmth without re-
quiring the truck’s diesel engine to idle 
all night long.  Options range from 
bunk heaters at a cost of about $1,000 
to auxiliary power units that cost from 
$6,000 to $10,000, to fuel cell options 
that can cost $75,000.  In New York 
State’s experience, the most promising 
options are electrified truck stop park-

(Moving Goods on page 5) 

Anthony Portanova and Joseph Tario prepare 
for their presentations  

Kari Watkins, Senior Transportation 
Engineer for Wilbur Smith Associates 
gave an overview of ITS applications 
that are being used in Bus Rapid Tran-
sit (BRT) systems around the country.  
These include: vehicle prioritization 
technology, collision avoidance sys-
tems,  operat ions management 
(scheduling, maintenance), passenger 

information, electronic fare collection, 
safety and security (alarms and cam-
eras), and support technology 
(archived data, passenger counts).  Ms. 
Watkins went on to describe the ITS 
components of the 7.5 limited-stop -
BRT system in Las Vegas (MAX), 
which includes vehicle prioritization, 
high tech vehicles, off board fare col-
lection systems, automated passenger 
counters, and computer-aided dis-
patch. 

Maureen Trainor, Manager of Service 
Planning for the Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority spoke about 
ITS innovations in Boston’s Bus Rapid 
Transit (BRT) service: the Silver Line.  
When the Orange Line was relocated, 
the MBTA determined that the previ-
ous corridor should have improved 
bus service, i.e. bus rapid transit.  The 
first piece of the Line (Washington 
Street) was implemented in July 2002 
and a piece to the waterfront was im-

(Moving People, page 5) 

ITS: Moving People 

Maureen Trainor presents ITS applications 
on Boston’s new Silver Line bus service 

The ITS-CT Awards Committee was 
pleased to present the following 
awards at the Annual Meeting: 

ITS Outstanding Project of the Year 
Award – To CT Transit for the Bus 
Transit Security System 

ITS Leadership Award – To both 
ConnDOT and the IBI Group for the 
Statewide ITS Architecture Project.   

ITS Outstanding Achievement 
Award – To Urban Engineers for the 
Philadelphia Airport Over Height 
Vehicle Detection System 

Representatives from ConnDOT, CT 
Transit, IBI Group and Urban Engineers 
received awards from outgoing ITS-CT 

President Najib Habesch 

Annual Awards for ITS-
CT Members 
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At the September meeting of the ITS-CT 
Board of Directors, 
the Board voted to 
make a donation of 
$1,000 to help 
v i c t i m s  o f 
Hurricane Katrina .  
Board members 
wanted ITS-CT 
funds to go directly 
to agencies helping with transportation 
needs in the gulf coast.  As such, the 
donation was made to the American 
Public Transportation Association 
(APTA) Foundation in Washington, DC 
with the understanding that APTA 
would better understand the local public 
transportation needs and seek out a local 
transit agency in the Gulf Coast to assist.  
Clearly, the transportation community 
has a role in this disaster relief and in 
planning for the transportation needs for 
future disasters.  This donation was 
made using funds from the ITS-CT 
assets. 

October 2005, Vol 7 No. 3 
ITS-CT Donates to 

Victims 
of Hurricane Katrina 

plemented in December 2004.   The 
Washington Street piece is a dedicated 
busway for much of the route.  The 
waterfront piece consists of a tunnel 
with three underground stations.  
Soon to be implemented or upgraded 
are the traffic signal priority system, 
traveler information systems, auto-
mated fare collection, the radio system, 
computer-aided dispatch, a passenger 
announcement system, and a vehicle 
monitoring system. 

Mani Poola, Traffic Engineer for the 
City of Stamford, discussed the Stam-
ford Transitway Project.  This $49 mil-
lion project was initiated in 2000.  It 
consists of a transit and HOV roadway 
that will provide access to the local 
train station.  A bike path and side-
walks are included within the right-of-
way.  ITS elements include roadway-
monitoring cameras, VMS signs that 
announce the number of available 
parking spots in the station garage, 
and an AVL system for bus location. 

(Moving People, from page 2) 

Dinner Program 
 

Robert Kennedy, ConnDOT Senior 
Transportation Engineer in Highway 
Operations, presented the "State of the 
State" for the Incident Management 
System Program “past, present and 
future”. Some of the incident manage-
ment initiatives completed in 2005 in-
clude a Statewide ITS Architecture; 
update of the I-95 Corridor Diversion 
Route Plans; construction of IMS Pro-
jects on the I-95/I-91 extension, in 
southeastern Connecticut, and on I-84 
in Plainville and Southington; CCTV 
cameras available on the ConnDOT 
website; and implementation of the 
Incident Notification E-Alert System. 

Arthur Handman, Executive Director 
of the Greater Hartford Transit Ad-
ministration and Information Forum 
Chair of ITS America presented a sum-
mary of the activities and projects of 
the Coordinating Council and its Fo-
rums and the Business Leadership 
Council of the Intelligent Transporta-
tion Society of America.  He empha-
sized that all ITS members should ex-
plore joining a Forum that suits his or 
her interests.  The projects that the Fo-
rums embrace are usually on the lead-
ing edge of technology and research.  
The private sector members were also 
encouraged to participate in activities 

of the Business Leadership Council as 
that group is influential in terms of 
advocating for legislative support for 
ITS on the national level. 

Keynote speaker, Michael D. Freitas, 
Managing Director for the Joint Pro-

Art Handman explains how to get more in-
volved with ITS  

. 

gram Office (JPO) of the Federal High-
way Administration (FHWA) brought 
the Washington perspective on  “ITS 
and Reauthorization,” speaking specifi-
cally about new features of the reau-
thorization bill SAFETEA-LU.  Freitas 
explained that the primary focus of the 
new transportation bill is on safety and 
congestion mitigation, with both pro-
grams receiving significant increases in 
funding.  Most previous ITS programs 
have been mainstreamed, with ITS pro-
jects eligible for funding under the Na-
tional Highway System (NHS), Surface 
Transportation (STP) and Congestion 
Management Air Quality (CMAQ) pro-
grams.  The bill also puts a new empha-
sis on freight, particular freight moved 
by trucks, with funding programs avail-
able for CVISN, truck rest areas, and 
innovative technology research.  Mr. 
Freitas suggested that program atten-
dees investigate the information avail-
able on these two ITS related websites:  
www.fhwa.dot.gov/operations and 
www.its.dot.gov  

Michael Freitas discusses ITS funding in the 
recently authorized federal SAFETEA-LU 
transportation bill 

ing spaces that can be used without any 
modification to the vehicle, and 
“Shorepower” which does require vehi-
cle modifications but in the long run 
truck drivers/owners can easily recoup 
their expenses through fuel savings. 

(Moving Goods from page 2) 
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Check out the recently up-
dated ITS–Connecticut web 
site at its-ct.org. 

The site includes the current 
newsletter, job postings, up-
coming events, a listing of the 
ITS Connecticut officers and 
directors, the chapter by-laws, 

and membership commit-
tees. The website will con-
tinue to be improved and 
expanded, so visit often! 

There is also an application 
to join ITS-CT, along with 
other important links. 

ITS Connecticut Chapter On-Line 

John Bertoli, Urban Engineers, Inc. 

Matt Edelman—TRANSCOM 

Arthur L. Handman—Greater Hartford Transit District 

Gene Hunt—Traffic Systems 

Dr. John Ivan—University of Connecticut 

Sharat Kalluri—Wilbur Smith Associates 

Robert Ramirez—FHWA (ex-officio member) 

Kristen Solloway—Fuss & O’Neill 

Susan VanBenschoten—Fitzgerald & Halliday, Inc. 

Claudio Vechiarino, Signal Service 

The ITS-CT Newsletter is published three times annually by the 
Intelligent Transportation Society of Connecticut, Susan 
VanBenschoten, Editor.  Articles, news items, and photos are 
welcomed and may be submitted for consideration to the 
following address: 

Susan VanBenschoten, Editor ITS-CT  
Newsletter 

c/o Fitzgerald & Halliday, Inc. 
72 Cedar Street 

Hartford, CT  06106 

c/o Fitzgerald & Halliday, Inc. 
72 Cedar Street 
Hartford, CT 06106 

President—J.A. Koolis, Jr. PBQD 

Vice President— Joe Balskus, Tighe & Bond 

Treasurer—Stephen W. Warren, CTTRANSIT 

Secretary—Karen Olson—Capitol Region Council of 
Governments 

Immediate Past President—Najib  Habesch,  
Urban Engineer, Inc. 

Past President—Kevin J. Burnham, City of Hartford 

I N T E L L I G E N T  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  
S O C I E T Y  O F  C O N N E C T I C U T  

Intelligent Transportation 
Society of Connecticut

I T S- CT

Officers and Directors 


