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displays, demos and 

technical presentations.    

An interesting and 

informative demonstration 

of Vehicle Infrastructure 

Integration technology was 

also featured.  As many of 

the attendees probably 

noted, our attendance was 

down somewhat both on 

the registrants as well as on the exhibitor side. 

We are looking to improve the meeting 

attendance from the public, private and 

industrial side in the future.    

The Annual Meeting also provided for a new 

slate of Officers and Directors for the ITS-CT 

Board of Directors.  We have several changes 

in the Board including some who have taken 

reduced roles and others who have jumped in 

(or were thrown in?) to provide the 

organization with some younger blood and 

fresh ideas in the coming year. Of note, we 
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In te l l igent  Transpor ta t ion Soc ie ty of  Connect icut  

~ Joe Balskus, P.E., PTOE 

Wow. I must say that I am somewhat amazed 

that I am writing this message.   Though I 

have been involved with ITS CT for several 

years and in various roles, it still feels a bit 

extraordinary to be serving as Chapter 

President!  I’m not sure if that is a good or 

bad thing - talk about being grandfathered 

into the position…  

I have large shoes to fill from my prominent 

predecessors and I look forward to the 

challenge of leading this organization into a 

changing ITS environment in Connecticut for 

the foreseeable future.  As an organization, 

we face several challenges. The ITS 

implementation has matured in Connecticut 

since the heyday in the late 1990’s with the 

construction of ConnDOT’s ITS systems. 

The future of ITS in CT lies in the 

replacement of the legacy systems and 

embracing the future of transportation in 

CT, possibly including congestion 

mitigation. We also face challenges with 

membership and vendor support, which 

rely upon the public sector involvement 

to market their products. And one 

ongoing challenge for me as the 

President is to give back to our 

membership through our commitment to 

fostering ITS, creating opportunities for 

learning about and sharing new ideas, 

and through our student grant program, 

which is just now beginning to take root. 

I look forward to renewed effort in the 

coming months on fulfilling our broad 

objectives.  

I hope you all were able to enjoy our 

Annual Meeting last fall at Rentschler 

Field in East Hartford.  The meeting 

included exciting and informative 

Technology Showcase with vendor 
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The ITS-CT Annual Meeting 

Transportation – Technology Showcase & VII Vehicle Demonstration 

J.A. Koolis Jr., Immediate Past President 

On September 27, 2007, the Intelligent Transportation Society of Connecticut (ITS-CT) held 

its Annual Meeting at the Rentschler Field Clubhouse in East Hartford.  The day-long event 

was attended by over 120 people including transportation professionals, government employ-

ees and the media.  Along with a Technology Showcase with 13 exhibitors and three vendor 

technical presentations, the highlight of the event was an all-day demonstration of the latest in 

Vehicle Infrastructure Integration (VII).   

Set up in the parking lot just outside the clubhouse, the VII demonstration gave passengers a 

ride in a specially equipped van that is designed to communicate with the roadside and traffic 

appurtenances.  The vehicle warns the driver of upcoming road conditions or incidents and 

advises them of changes that should be made to improve their trip.  Dan Kain of WFSB – 

Channel 3 News covered the event with a report on the demonstration featured on the 6:00 

PM News later that day.  Articles in the Connecticut Post and the Stamford Advocate on the 

VII and the event were in the respective newspapers the following day.   

Earlier, the day began with a Continental Breakfast and registration followed by the ITS-CT 

Annual Business Meeting and Elections.   
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Message from the President (continued from Page 1) 

have taken reduced roles and others who have jumped in to provide the organization with 

some fresh ideas in the coming year. Of note, we offer congratulations to Steve Warren, our 

long serving and dedicated treasurer who has left the Board and Gene Hunt who has trans-

ferred his program committee duties to Koreen Bjorklund of Daktronics and Ewa Zofka from 

Wilbur Smith & Associates. Dr. John Ivan from the University of Connecticut has also re-

signed, but we are pleased that his shoes are being filled by Professor Nick Lownes, and we 

look forward to the university’s continuing role in the organization.  

Speaking of new blood, one of my principal objectives for my term as President is to achieve 

a higher level of participation from the engineering firms, consulting community and public 

sector agencies in Connecticut who are involved in transportation in general, and in Intelli-

gent Transportation Systems in particular. I want to reach out to these organizations with a 

renewed zeal to get you involved with the Chapter. We can be rightfully proud of what the 

Chapter has done for ITS in Connecticut, but we recognize that there is much more to do.   

Connecticut’s transportation systems will change dramatically in the coming years, with in-

creasing need for funding, infrastructure repair and improvements, public transportation, 

efficient freight transport, effective traveler information, improvements in emergency re-

sponse and coordination, and every other aspect of transportation.  As ITS professionals, we 

have a responsibility to ensure that the transportation network is as efficient as it can be – the 

economic well-being of the State depends on it.  With your participation, the Chapter can be 

a stronger advocate for ITS as projects are planned and deployed.  We need your help. 

Since our annual meeting, we also held our annual and traditional Joint Winter meeting with 

our friends at the ITE CT Chapter in Wallingford.  The meeting, nice and cozy as it was on 

January 30, 2008, provided a very interesting discussion on the future of ITS in Connecticut, 

led by a talk given by Mr. James Mona of Highway Operations at ConnDOT. Jim gave an 

inspiring description of ongoing and planned ITS initiatives, policies and projects in Con-

necticut followed by a slew of questions from an informed and attentive audience. I want to 

thank all who planned and attended and were able to enjoy the meeting. 

Finally, a cliché that I heard recently: “We have a plenty of time to wait until the last min-

ute!” With that, a reminder that we are still planning for the 2008 ITS World Congress which 

will be held in New York City in November 2008.  It is expected to be the preeminent ITS 

event in the world with over 8,000 attendees from around the planet.  As you may recall, we 

have been asked to participate in the planning of the event and we have already attended sev-

eral meetings of the Local Arrangements Committee in New York City.  We are also pleased 

to say that we are sponsoring a reception during the event.  Expect regular updates as the 

plans for this major event take shape over the next several months. Our esteemed former 

president Mr. Jay Koolis, Jr. has been heading up the team planning effort on this.   

We look forward to seeing you at our upcoming Spring meeting, on Thursday, May 22 at the 

Hawthorne Inn.  ~Joe 

THE ITS PROFESSIONAL CAPACITY 

BUILDING PROGRAM 

http://www.pcb.its.dot.gov/ 

ITS Curriculum of Courses 

http://www.pcb.its.dot.gov/le_search.asp?

SearchRe-

quested=True&PageID=res_curric&Expan

dInfo= 

Local ITS Professional Capacity  Build-

ing  

http://www.pcb.its.dot.gov/deliv_local.asp 

T3 Webinars 

http://www.pcb.its.dot.gov/res_t3.asp 

Educational Websites 

http://www.pcb.its.dot.gov/le_ew_sites.asp 

 

FHWA OFFICE OF OPERATIONS TRAIN-

ING WEBSITE 

http://ops.fhwa.dot.gov/

int_its_deployment/standards_imp/

training.htm 

 

NATIONAL HIGHWAY INSTITUTE (NHI) 

http://www.nhi.fhwa.dot.gov/home.aspx 

Intelligent Transportation Systems 

(ITS) Courses 

http://www.nhi.fhwa.dot.gov/training/

list_catalog.aspx?

cat=t&key=&num=137&loc=&sta=&tit=&

typ=&lev=&ava=&str=&end=&drl= 

Design and Traffic Operations Courses 

http://www.nhi.fhwa.dot.gov/training/

list_catalog.aspx?

cat=t&key=&num=133&loc=&sta=&tit=&

typ=&lev=&ava=&str=&end=&drl= 

 

CONSORTIUM OF ITS TRAINING AND 

EDUCATION (CITE) - CITE TRAINING 

ON-LINE WEB-BASED TRANSPORTATION 

COURSES 

http://www.citeconsortium.org/ 

 

FHWA Work Zone Safety Grant Train-

ing Courses Offered by ATTSA 

http://www.workzonesafety.org/training/

fhwa_wz_grant/atssa 

 

The ITS-CT Annual Meeting (Continued from Page 1) 

The election results included Joe Balskus of Tighe & Bond as President; Karen Olson of the 

Capitol Region Council of Governments as Vice President; Sharat Kalluri of Wilbur Smith 

Associates as Treasurer; Kristen Solloway of Fuss & O’Neill as Secretary; Jay Koolis of 

Parsons Brinckerhoff as Immediate Past President; and Najib Habesch of Urban Engineers as 

Past President.  Newly elected Directors include Koreen Bjorklund of Daktronics; Nick Low-

nes of UConn; and Ewa Zofka of Wilbur Smith Associates.  Re-elected Directors include 

Kevin Burnham of the City of Hartford; Art Handman of KMJ Consulting; Carl-Henry Piel 

of IBI Group; Jay Bertoli of Urban Engineers; and Claudio Vecchiarino of Signal Service.   

Vendor presentations were given during the day by Traffic Systems, Inc.; Global Traffic 

Technologies; and EIS, Inc.  A barbeque luncheon was held at 12:00 noon where Chapter 

awards were handed out.  The ITS Leadership Award was presented to the City of New Ha-

ven Transportation, Traffic and Parking Department for their Traffic Systems Integration 

Program.  The ITS Outstanding Project of the Year Award was presented to Connecticut 

Transit for their H2 Fuel Cell Bus.  The ITS Outstanding Achievement Award was presented 

to the Connecticut State Police for their Emergency Radio Network.  The distinguished Ser-

vice to the Chapter Award was presented to outgoing ITS-CT Treasurer Steve Warren of 

Connecticut Transit, while outgoing Chapter President Jay Koolis received the Past-

President’s Award.   

http://www.pcb.its.dot.gov/
http://www.pcb.its.dot.gov/le_search.asp?SearchRequested=True&PageID=res_curric&ExpandInfo
http://www.pcb.its.dot.gov/le_search.asp?SearchRequested=True&PageID=res_curric&ExpandInfo
http://www.pcb.its.dot.gov/le_search.asp?SearchRequested=True&PageID=res_curric&ExpandInfo
http://www.pcb.its.dot.gov/le_search.asp?SearchRequested=True&PageID=res_curric&ExpandInfo
http://www.pcb.its.dot.gov/deliv_local.asp
http://www.pcb.its.dot.gov/res_t3.asp
http://www.pcb.its.dot.gov/le_ew_sites.asp
http://ops.fhwa.dot.gov/int_its_deployment/standards_imp/training.htm
http://ops.fhwa.dot.gov/int_its_deployment/standards_imp/training.htm
http://ops.fhwa.dot.gov/int_its_deployment/standards_imp/training.htm
http://www.nhi.fhwa.dot.gov/home.aspx
http://www.nhi.fhwa.dot.gov/training/list_catalog.aspx?cat=t&key=&num=137&loc=&sta=&tit=&typ=&lev=&ava=&str=&end=&drl
http://www.nhi.fhwa.dot.gov/training/list_catalog.aspx?cat=t&key=&num=137&loc=&sta=&tit=&typ=&lev=&ava=&str=&end=&drl
http://www.nhi.fhwa.dot.gov/training/list_catalog.aspx?cat=t&key=&num=137&loc=&sta=&tit=&typ=&lev=&ava=&str=&end=&drl
http://www.nhi.fhwa.dot.gov/training/list_catalog.aspx?cat=t&key=&num=137&loc=&sta=&tit=&typ=&lev=&ava=&str=&end=&drl
http://www.nhi.fhwa.dot.gov/training/list_catalog.aspx?cat=t&key=&num=133&loc=&sta=&tit=&typ=&lev=&ava=&str=&end=&drl
http://www.nhi.fhwa.dot.gov/training/list_catalog.aspx?cat=t&key=&num=133&loc=&sta=&tit=&typ=&lev=&ava=&str=&end=&drl
http://www.nhi.fhwa.dot.gov/training/list_catalog.aspx?cat=t&key=&num=133&loc=&sta=&tit=&typ=&lev=&ava=&str=&end=&drl
http://www.nhi.fhwa.dot.gov/training/list_catalog.aspx?cat=t&key=&num=133&loc=&sta=&tit=&typ=&lev=&ava=&str=&end=&drl
http://www.citeconsortium.org/
http://www.workzonesafety.org/training/fhwa_wz_grant/atssa
http://www.workzonesafety.org/training/fhwa_wz_grant/atssa
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ITS CT is Featuring The Spring Meeting Dinner and Panel Discussion on one 

of the hottest transportation topics!!! 

 

“Developments in Road Pricing and “Developments in Road Pricing and   

Toll Technology”Toll Technology”  

  

By a Panel of Government and Private Sector Leaders 

And also 

Keynote Dinner Speaker 

The Honorable Emil Frankel The Honorable Emil Frankel   

Former Assistant Secretary for Transportation Policy, USDOTFormer Assistant Secretary for Transportation Policy, USDOT  

Former Commissioner of Transportation, ConnDOTFormer Commissioner of Transportation, ConnDOT  

 

When:When:When: Thursday, May 22   Where:Where:Where:   

5:00 p.m. Panel Discussion 

6:00 p.m. Social Hour 

6:30 p.m. Dinner  

7:15 p.m. Presentation 

 

Please RSVP to Sharat Kalluri at skalluri@wilbursmith.com 

Dinner Buffet: Sliced Prime Ribs and Turkey, Pot Roast, Chicken Piccata, Maple Glazed Salmon, Pasta Marinara 

 

Registration 

 
 

 

Send check or money order payable to ITS-CT to: 

Sharat Kalluri 
ITS-CT Treasurer 

Wilbur Smith Associates 
900 Chapel Street, Suite 1400 

New Haven, CT 06510 
 

Reservations must be received by Thursday, May 15, 2008 

2421 Berlin Turnpike, Berlin, CT 06037 

ITS-CT Member    $ 40 _____ 

Non-member      $ 45 _____ 

mailto:skalluri@wilbursmith.com
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At its Annual Meeting, ITS-CT presents awards to 

members whose work demonstrates 

excellence and innovation.   Whether 

you are from the private sector, from 

government, or from the non-profit 

or academic communities, ITS-CT 

wants to recognize what you have 

done to use ITS to improve the 

transportation system and to improve 

the quality of life.   

The 2007 awards were in the categories of:  ITS 

Leadership, ITS Outstanding Project of the Year, and ITS 

Outstanding Achievement.    

The ITS LEADERSHIP AWARD went to the City of 

New Haven Transportation, Traffic and Parking 

Department for the Traffic Systems Integration Program. 

The ITS OUTSTANDING PROJECT OF THE YEAR 

AWARD went to Connecticut Transit for the H2 Fuel Cell 

Bus. 

The ITS OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

went to the Connecticut State Police for CSPERN (the 

Connecticut State Police Emergency Radio Network). 

Programs and projects do not have to be implemented in 

Connecticut in order to be eligible, as long as they are done 

by an ITS-CT member: the talent and resources of our 

members should be recognized, no matter what part of the 

nation, and the world, they benefit.    One award in 2006 

went for work done in Connecticut for a High Occupancy 

Toll lane in another state.  

Members are encouraged to be expansive in suggesting 

award candidates. Whether it’s research, planning, design, 

implementation or operations, ITS-CT members are having 

a major impact on the world around them.   

Further, awards are not limited to major projects with large 

budgets – in 2006 one award went to a low budget 

municipal project which clearly demonstrated how ITS can 

often help you do more with less.  

It is also important to note that awards, as is the case in 

2007, have gone to public transportation projects.  ITS-CT 

is a multi-modal organization and it encourages 

nominations from its transit members and their vendors. 

 

May 2008, Vol. 10 No. 1 Honoring Our ITS-CT Members: 

Call For Award Candidates 

~ Nicholas E. Lownes, Ph.D.  

 

The Center for Transportation and 

Urban Planning (CTUP) is the 

University of Connecticut’s 

University Transportation Center 

(UTC) as designated in the 

SAFETEA-LU legislation.  The 

theme of CTUP is “Transportation 

for Smart Growth”, a principle 

which encompasses ideas from a 

broad spectrum of professional 

expertise.  CTUP seeks to promote 

multidisciplinary scholarship at 

UConn within the fields of 

E n g i n e e r i n g ,  G e o g r a p h y , 

Landscape Architecture, Natural 

Resource Planning, Economics, 

and Political Science. 

 

CTUP has three target areas: 

1. Document, evaluate and 

disseminate transportation and 

land use policies that support the 

goals for smart growth 

2. Evaluate the impact of various 

transportation and land use 

s y s t e m s  o n  e c o n o m i c , 

environmental, and societal 

sustainability 

3. Develop operating protocols and 

designs that maximize the 

efficiency, convenience and 

competitiveness of green modes of 

transportation 

 

The first year of a competitive 

research grant program is 

underway, with proposals to be 

evaluated in the spring by a 

m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  p a n e l  o f 

transportation experts from across 

the nation.  CTUP is also sponsoring 

undergraduate fellowship programs, 

a seminar series in transportation and 

urban planning, and a variety of 

professional development courses 

and workshops. 

A transportation laboratory at the 

University of Connecticut is 

currently in development through the 

support of CTUP.  The transportation 

lab vision incorporates a dual 

capability.  First, it will provide state 

of the art traffic simulation capability 

for training UConn’s transportation 

engineers and supporting research 

activity.  Second, it will serve as a 

test bed for public transportation ITS 

deployment.  The vision incorporates 

the lab as the nerve center for 

deploying and managing various 

p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  I T S 

technologies in central Connecticut, 

and identifying those measures best 

equipped to improve the perception 

and operation of our public 

transportation system. 

 

Exciting things are happening at 

CTUP and the coming years will 

produce more of the same.  Be on the 

lookout for the research results, 

development programs, and students 

involved with this program.  If you 

see a way in which you would like to 

be involved with CTUP, please 

contact our program coordinator 

S t e p h a n i e  M e r r a l l  a t 

smerrall@engr.uconn.edu. 

University of Connecticut’s Center for 
Transportation and Urban Planning (CTUP):  

A New Vision 

It is important to remember that members should 
feel free to nominate work being done by their 
own organizations.  Don’t be modest!  If you are 
unsure about whether or not to suggest a candi-
date, don’t hesitate to call Matt to discuss it. 

Matt Edelman, Awards Committee Chair, TRANSCOM 

111 Town Square Place – suite 605, Jersey City, NJ 07310  

Edelman@xcm.org  

T: 201-963-4033  (F: 201-963-8376) 

Please send nominations to: 

mailto:Edelman@xcm.org
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Directors: 

Matt Edelman—TRANSCOM 

Eugene Hunt—Traffic Systems, Inc. 

Arthur Handman— KMJ Consulting, Inc. 

Ewa Zofka—Wilbur Smith Associates, Inc. 

John Bertoli—Urban Engineers, Inc. 

Claudio Vecchiarino—Signal Service, Inc. 

Robert Ramirez—FHWA (ex-officio member) 

Michael LaLone—Connecticut Department of Transportation 

Carl-Henry Piel—IBI Group 

Nicholas Lownes—University of Connecticut 

Kevin Burnham—City of Hatford 

Koreen Bjorkland—Daktronics, Inc. 
The ITS-CT Newsletter is published three times annually by the 
Intelligent Transportation Society of Connecticut, Carl-Henry Piel, 

Editor.  Articles, news items, and photos are welcomed and may be 

submitted for consideration to the following address: 

Carl-Henry Piel, Editor ITS-CT Newsletter 

c/o IBI Group 

77 Franklin Street, 7th Floor 

Boston, MA 02110 

T 617.450.0701   F 617.450.0702    

e-mail:  chpiel@ibigroup.com 

subject line:  “ITS Connecticut Newsletter” 

c/o IBI Group 

77 Franklin Street, 7th Floor 

Boston, MA  02110 

Officers: 

President—Joseph C. Balskus, P.E., PTOE 

Vice President—Karen L. Olson, CRCOG 

Treasurer—Sharat Kalluri, P.E., Wilbur Smith Associates 

Secretary—Kristen Solloway, Fuss & O’Neill, Inc. 

Immediate Past President—J.A. Koolis, Jr., PBQD 

Past President—Najib O. Habesch, Urban Engineers, Inc. 

I N T E L L I G E N T  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  

S O C I E T Y  O F  C O N N E C T I C U T  

 

Intelligent Transportation 
Society of Connecticut

I T S- CT

Officers and Directors 

Check out the ITS–Connecticut 
web site at its-ct.org. 

The site includes the current 
newsletter, job postings, up-
coming events, a listing of the 
ITS Connecticut officers and 
directors, the chapter by-laws, 
and membership committees. 

The website will continue to 
be improved and expanded, 
so visit often! 

There is also an application to 
join ITS-CT, along with other 
important links. 

ITS Connecticut Chapter On-Line 


